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Calev Ben-Dor grew up in a modern Orthodox home in London. After years of education 
(or indoctrination?) in a Zionist youth movement, he made Aliya in December 2005 – 

or as he likes to quip, “A week before Ariel Sharon’s incapacitating stroke and two weeks 
before Hamas won the Palestinian elections.” 

Interested in international relations since he was a teenager, Calev worked in the National 
Security team at the Reut Institute in Tel Aviv before joining the Foreign Ministry’s policy 
planning division (yes such a thing does exist in Israel!). He is currently Director of Research 
at the Britain Israel Communication and Research Centre (BICOM), an independent British 
organisation producing analysis on Israel and the Middle East. He is also a former contributor 
of opinion pieces to Haaretz Jewish Thinker and an alumni of a negotiation and leadership 
training program for mid-career Israelis and Palestinians in positions of in�uence in the public 
and private sectors.

While it might be natural to think that his years in policy think tanks prepared him for life in the 
David Cardozo Academy Think Tank, it’s more accurate to say that it was his long-term interest 

in Jewish life, especially the challenges and opportunities that the State of Israel poses to traditional Judaism, that piqued his interest. 

A long-time presenter of shiurim on the Tel Aviv and Jerusalem circuits, Calev has presented several times at Limmud UK and this 
June has been invited to Limmud Oz in Melbourne. He has taught courses on various issues in Jewish tradition: the tension between 
assertiveness and submissiveness; “Troubling” Torah texts; the concept of Torah from Heaven; and di�erent approaches to reward, 
punishment, and the role of randomness in our lives. He also created a series called “Conversations on Israel”, which tried to integrate 
the thought of modern Israeli poets, contemporary philosophers, and traditional Jewish commentators in order to explore various 
aspects of challenges and dilemmas facing 21st Century Israel – a type of imaginary roundtable in which Nachman Bialik and the 
Netziv, Shaul Tchernikovsky and Rabbi Akiva, and the Ohr HaChayim and Amos Oz would all converse on issues such as diplomacy, 
waging war and making peace. 

In preparing these classes, Calev says he was primarily motivated by those issues he saw as most pressing in today’s Jewish world. He 
cites speci�cally how the re-establishment of the State of Israel altered one of the fundamental assumptions of traditional halacha 
and thrust the Jewish people out of the classic “four cubits” they had inhabited since the destruction of the Temple, and into a “brave 
new world” so to speak. “Here the public space, rather than just the private and communal space, is Jewish, and it’s our generation’s 
challenge to shape that space as best we can. Yet so far we’re stuck using old models that aren’t relevant to the new reality in which 
we �nd ourselves,” he observes.

Sometimes referring to the Think Tank discussions as “religious group therapy”, Calev enjoys hearing a plethora of views from di�erent 
types of people, all of whom are deeply committed to the wellbeing of the Jewish people (even as they often di�er as to what form 
that wellbeing might take). �F
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Hard at work!

To discuss sponsoring forthcoming books or projects of the Academy, please be in touch with Ilana at 
IlanaSinclair@cardozoacademy.org.  As a non-pro�t, we rely on the generosity of our friends and supporters to allow us 

to continue to dream of a better world and to work towards making those dreams a reality.


